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### Philosophical Connections

###4# MTG Color Pie as a Nuanced Alignment Framework

The MTG color pie comprises five colors—White, Blue, Black, Red, and Green—each embodying
specific philosophies:[ twincitiesgeek.com+1mtg.fandom.com +1](
https://twincitiesgeek.com/2019/07/color-and-philosophy-in-magic-the-

gathering/?utm_source=chatgpt.com )

- **White**: Order, law, and community.

- **Blue**: Knowledge, logic, and control.

- ¥*Black**: Ambition, self-interest, and pragmatism.
- **Red**: Freedom, emotion, and chaos.

- ¥**Green**: Nature, growth, and

tradition.[mtg.fandom.com](https://mtg.fandom.com/wiki/Color?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

Unlike D&D's alignment system, which categorizes characters along axes of Good-Evil and Law-
Chaos, the color pie focuses on motivations and worldviews. This allows for more nuanced
character development, as it emphasizes the reasons behind actions rather than labeling them as
inherently good or evil. For instance, a character driven by personal ambition might align with

Black, regardless of their moral standing. This approach can lead to more complex and relatable
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characters, as it mirrors the multifaceted nature of real-world motivations.
[forums.giantitp.com+6DiceTry.com+6Reddit+6](

https://www.dicetry.com/post/usethecolorpieinstead?utm_source=chatgpt.com )

#### Alignment as a White-Aligned Construct

Some analyses suggest that D&D's alignment system reflects a predominantly White-aligned
perspective, emphasizing order and communal values. This framework may inadvertently
marginalize philosophies associated with other colors, such as the individualism of Red or the
ambition of Black. By integrating the color pie into character development, players can explore a

broader spectrum of motivations and ethical frameworks, enriching the role-playing experience

### Mechanical Connections in Crossover Settings

#### Ravnica: Guilds as Color and Alignment Hybrids

In the "Guildmasters' Guide to Ravnica," each of the ten guilds embodies a combination of two MTG
colors, reflecting specific philosophies and societal roles:[The
Gamer+5RogueWatson+5Mysite+5](https://roguewatson.com/2018/11/18/roll20-review-

guildmasters-guide-to-ravnica/?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

e *¥Azorius (White/Blue)**: Lawful Neutral—emphasizing order and control.
- **Boros (White/Red)**: Lawful Good—championing justice through action.
- **Selesnya (Green/White)**: Neutral Good—promoting harmony and community.

- **Qrzhov (White/Black)**: Lawful Evil—pursuing wealth and power within structured

hierarchies.
- ¥*¥|zzet (Blue/Red)**: Chaotic Neutral—driven by curiosity and innovation.

- **Golgari (Black/Green)**: Neutral—focused on life, death, and natural cycles.


https://www.dicetry.com/post/usethecolorpieinstead?utm_source=chatgpt.com

- **Simic (Green/Blue)**: Lawful Neutral—dedicated to evolution and scientific

advancement.

- ¥*Gruul (Red/Green)**;: Chaotic Neutral—valuing freedom and primal instincts.

- **Rakdos (Black/Red)**: Chaotic Evil—embracing hedonism and destruction.

- **Dimir (Blue/Black)**: Neutral Evil—specializing in secrecy and manipulation.[MTG
Salvation](https://www.mtgsalvation.com/forums/magic-fundamentals/magic-
storyline/storyline-speculation/664133-what-d-d-alignments-are-the-ravnica-
guilds?utm_source=chatgpt.com)[DiceTry.com+2SkullSplitter Dice+2MTG Salvation+2]

o ( https://www.skullsplitterdice.com/blogs/dnd/dnd-alighment-ravnica-
explained?srsitid=AfmBOopndfLhEpeFdDSVURKT7Y7-
ExxzZY1uSO9hTpFgaotD70wQ52S8&utm_source=chatgpt.com )[Role-playing Games
Stack Exchange+4Reddit+4Tumblr+4](
https://www.reddit.com/r/colorpie/comments/ljviys/mtg_colors_on_the_dd_alignment_chart
/?7utm_source=chatgpt.com )[Reddit](
https://www.reddit.com/r/magicTCG/comments/2eaugu/i was_bored so i made_an_alighm

ent_chart_with_the/?utm_source=chatgpt.com )

These guilds serve as archetypes that blend MTG's color philosophies with D&D's alignment
system, offering players a multifaceted approach to character creation and storytelling.
[SkullSplitter Dicel( https://www.skullsplitterdice.com/blogs/dnd/dnd-alighment-ravnica-
explained?srsitid=AfmBOopndfLhEpeFdDSVURKT7Y7-
ExxzZY1uSO9hTpFgaotD70wQ52S8&utm_source=chatgpt.com )

#### Strixhaven: Colleges Reflecting Color Philosophies

"Strixhaven: A Curriculum of Chaos" introduces five colleges, each representing an "enemy" color
pair, highlighting the tension and synergy between differing philosophies:[Polygon+5Role-playing
Games Stack Exchange+5mtg.fandom.com+5](
https://rpg.stackexchange.com/questions/194659/which-colors-correspond-to-which-colleges-in-

the-book-strixhaven-a-curriculum?utm_source=chatgpt.com )
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- **Lorehold (Red/White)**: Explorers of history and tradition.

- **Prismari (Red/Blue)**: Artists who blend emotion and intellect.

- ¥*Quandrix (Green/Blue)**: Mathematicians focused on patterns in nature.
- *Silverquill (White/Black)**: Masters of rhetoric and influence.

- **Witherbloom (Black/Green)**: Practitioners of life and death magic.

Each college's philosophy provides a foundation for character motivations and ethical perspectives,

allowing players to explore complex identities that transcend traditional alignment categories.

### Roleplaying Applications

Integrating MTG's color philosophies into D&D character development encourages players to
consider the underlying motivations and worldviews of their characters. This approach fosters
deeper role-playing experiences, as it moves beyond binary moral classifications to explore the
complexities of personal belief systems. By adopting the color pie framework, players can create
characters whose actions are guided by coherent philosophical principles, leading to more
engaging and dynamic narratives.[DiceTry.com+2Reddit+2draftsim.com+2](
https://www.reddit.com/r/DnD/comments/osvyyf/using the mtg_color_pie_in_place_of alignment/?u

tm_source=chatgpt.com )

### Conclusion

The intersection of MTG's color pie and D&D's alignment system offers a rich tapestry for character
development and storytelling. By embracing the nuanced philosophies of the color pie, players and
Dungeon Masters can transcend traditional alignment constraints, crafting more complex and
compelling narratives that reflect the multifaceted nature of motivation and

morality.[Tumblr+7Tumblr+7DiceTry.com+7](
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https://www.tumblr.com/loreleywrites/117252176688/color-pie-friday-aligning-

blue?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

For further exploration, consider the following resources:

- Use the Color Pie instead of the D&D Alignment Chart | Why and How

- Color Pie Friday: Aligning the Colors - @loreleywrites on Tumblr

- D&D Alignment: Ravnica Explained - SkullSplitter Dice

### Theros

a plane in Magic: The Gathering (MTG) inspired by Greek mythology, has been adapted into
Dungeons & Dragons (D&D) through the _Mythic Odysseys of Theros_ sourcebook. This adaptation
bridges MTG's color philosophies with D&D's alignment system, offering a rich tapestry for

character development and storytelling.

### The Pantheon: Gods, Colors, and Alignments

Theros features a pantheon of gods, each embodying specific color philosophies from MTG and

corresponding alignments in D&D:

[**God**[**Colors**|**Domains**|**D&D Alignment**|
S

|Heliod|White|Sun, law, justice|Lawful Good|

|Thassa|Blue|Sea, knowledge, introspection|Neutral|
|Erebos|Black|Death, misfortune, envy|Neutral Evil|
|Purphoros|Red|Forge, passion, creation|Chaotic Neutral|
[Nylea|Green|Nature, hunt, seasons|Neutral Good|
|Athreos|White/Black|Passage, transition, death rites|Lawful Evil|
|Ephara|White/Blue|Cities, civilization, scholarship|Lawful Neutral|
|Iroas|White/Red|Victory, honor, warfare|Chaotic Good|
[Mogis|Black/Red|Slaughter, wrath, war's cruelty|Chaotic Evil|

|Karametra|White/Green|Harvest, community, agriculture|Neutral Good|
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|Keranos|Blue/Red|Storms, inspiration, epiphany|Chaotic Neutral|
|Kruphix|Blue/Green|Horizons, prophecy, potential|True Neutral|
|Pharika|Black/Green|Affliction, medicine, alchemy|Neutral|
|Phenax|Blue/Black|Deception, secrets, betrayal|Chaotic Evil|

|[Klothys|Red/Green|Destiny, fate, balance|Neutral|

_Sources: [MTG Wikil( https://mtg.fandom.com/wiki/Theros ), [CBR](
https://www.cbr.com/dungeons-dragons-mythic-odysseys-theros-pantheon/ ),
[DiceTryl(https://www.dicetry.com/post/the-gods-of-

theros) [CBR+1mtg.fandom.com+1](https://www.cbr.com/dungeons-dragons-mythic-odysseys-

theros-pantheon/?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

### Philosophical Integration: MTG Colors and D&D Alignments

MTG's color philosophies offer nuanced perspectives that can enrich D&D's alignment system:

- **White**: Emphasizes order, law, and community. In D&D, this aligns with Lawful Good

characters who uphold justice and societal structures.

- **Blue**: Focuses on knowledge, logic, and control. Characters valuing intellect and planning may

lean towards Neutral or Lawful Neutral alignments.

- **Black**: Centers on ambition, self-interest, and pragmatism. This aligns with Neutral Evil

characters who prioritize personal gain.

- **Red**: Represents freedom, emotion, and chaos. Chaotic Neutral or Chaotic Good characters

embody these traits through spontaneity and passion.

- ¥*Green**; Embodies nature, growth, and tradition. Neutral Good characters often reflect these

values through harmony with the natural world.

By mapping these color philosophies onto D&D alignments, players can create characters with

deeper motivations and ethical frameworks.
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### Mechanical Integration: The Piety System

In _Mythic Odysseys of Theros_, the piety system quantifies a character's devotion to a deity,
granting abilities as their piety increases. This mechanic encourages role-playing that aligns with a
god's ideals:[CBR](https://www.cbr.com/dungeons-dragons-mythic-odysseys-theros-

pantheon/?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

- **Klothys (Red/Green)**: As the god of destiny, she rewards those who uphold fate and balance.
Actions that disrupt destiny may decrease piety.[Nerds and Scoundrels](

https://www.nerdsandscoundrels.com/theros-gods-5e//?utm_source=chatgpt.com )

- ¥**Purphoros (Red)**: The god of the forge values creativity and passion. Innovators and artisans
gain favor through their creations.[GM Binder+1DiceTry.com+1](

https://www.gmbinder.com/share/-M9Cui9141266e7DTfG1?utm_source=chatgpt.com )

- **Ephara (White/Blue)**: Goddess of cities and scholarship, she favors those who contribute to
civilization and knowledge.[GM Binder+4DiceTry.com+4TV Tropes+4](

https://www.dicetry.com/post/the-gods-of-theros?utm_source=chatgpt.com )

##+# Roleplaying Applications

Integrating MTG's color philosophies into D&D character development allows for more nuanced

role-playing:

- **Dual-Color Characters**: Characters can embody the philosophies of two colors, leading to
complex motivations. For example, a White/Red character may value both order and passion,

leading to internal conflicts between duty and emotion.

- **Conflict and Growth**: Characters may struggle with opposing color philosophies, providing

opportunities for character growth and storytelling.

- *World-Building**: Dungeon Masters can design societies and cultures around specific color
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philosophies, enriching the game world's depth.

By embracing the interplay between MTG's color philosophies and D&D's alignment system,

players and Dungeon Masters can craft richer narratives and more compelling characters.

For further exploration, consider the following resources:

- The Gods of Theros Lore

- Theros - MTG Wiki

- Theros Gods 5E | Getting to Know the Full Pantheon
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